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Industrial Lines Tour 


On Saturday 7th May 1988, the ARHS ran an indus- 
trial lines tour visiting Webb Dock, APM Fairfield 
and Long Island. The tour also featured a run 
through the Underground Loop with a photostop at 
Museum and a visit to Stony Point. To cater for the 
150 travellers, two DERMs and one trailer were used. 
The trailer was placed between the DERMs to avoid 
the need to run around the train at any of the destin- 
ations. 

Whilst waiting for the tour departure from platform 
6 at Spencer Street B76 was observed on a down 
Long Island goods at 10 35. One minute later N472 
and H set arrived at platform 5. At 10 40 our con- 
veyance for the day rolled in, the consist being 56RM, 
43BPL, 61RM. The patrons wise enough to book 
early found refuge in the DERMs, whilst the rest 
took solace in the BPL. Departing at 10 46, our first 
excursion for the day was out along the newly con- 
structed Webb Dock line. To get there we crunched 
our way over a myriad of points and over the North 
Melbourne diesel flyover. As we rolled down along 
the reversing loop, a different perspective of Mel- 
bourne’s yard was gained, and just how big and com- 
plicated they are. 

En route to our first photostop, some negative 
aspects of V/Line’s much publicised rationalisation 
programme was evident. Surplus T and Y class locos 
were stored and numerous vacant goods sheds which 
told of the demise in general goods traffic. 

Such sights were soon left behind as we travelled 
to our impending photostop at the Yarra River 
Bridge. By 11 07 all of the shutterbugs walked forward 
over the dual gauge bridge to record the DERMs and 
trailer traversing the Webb Dock line. Now it was 
time to head towards the sea for the first time for the 
day. As we raced down the line, you could see on one 
side some examples of Victoria’s industries, whilst 
opposite lay the huge expanses of wharves, adjacent 
to the murky depths of the Yarra River. 

Confronting us at the entrance to the Webb Dock 
compound was a traffic light. Soon a security guard 
arrived and allowed us in at 11 24. The whole area is 
an open bleak wind-swept place, dominated by the 
West Gate Bridge. After a rather hurried photo 
session in which our train was placed under a huge 
container crane, it was time to leave. The actual 
photostop took six minutes as usual for such tours, 
time began to raise its ugly head. Our journey back 
was rather hurried and we scurried back over the 
Yarra to retrace our steps around the reversing loop. 
We came to a rest on the Goods Lines at Spencer 
Street at 1153. One minute later, we once again wove 
across the lines, this time at Viaduct Junction, to roll 
into Flinders Street Platform 1, one minute before 
midday. Long gone are the glory days of Flinders 
Street platform 1 centre, as the originating station for 
the eastern district trains. 

Our departure from Flinders Street was at 12 10 as 
light rain began to fall. Now the DERMs motored 
towards what some people would call the heart and 
soul of Melbourne, passing Jolimont MCG at 12 16 
and Victoria Park at 12 20. The semaphored and inter- 
locked junction station of Clifton Hill was greeted by 
a shower of sparks as the leading DERM scraped into 
the platform as we raced through at 12 23. Upon our 
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arrival at Fairfield at 12 30, the weather took a turn for 
the worse with the rain pelting down. The APM fac- 
tory complex is located on the old Outer Circle right 
of way, at the intersection of Chandler Highway and 
Heidelberg Road. Here the siding deviates to descend 
into the factory proper and it was here a couple of 
problems were encountered. 

A placement of a large amount of palletted paper 
products foiled our first attempt to sink deep into the 
siding by obstructing the road. Attempt number two 
via a different road was abandoned due to the prevail- 


‘ing conditions. The rain had made the paper and 


cardboard lying on the ground into a slushy pulp. 
Even so, our special was deep enough to secure a 
good factory location shot. And of course a departure 
shot of the special departing the APM complex was a 
must which most people took advantage of whilst the 
road traffic stood still. 


We were seven minutes late (instead of 12 58) 
which caused a little anxiety among the organisers, as 
we had to follow an up spark. After rushing through 
the inner suburban stations we duly arrived at Flin- 
ders Street station at 13 22. 


We departed for Long Island and Stony Point via 
Spencer Street and the Underground Loop. For the 
first time for quite a while one could open a window 
in the secure knowledge that you wouldn’t get 
drenched. However most people soon tired of that 
practice as a combination of wind roar and diesel 
reverberations made it noisy and uncomfortable. 
Deep below the central business district, at Museum 
Station, a whole array of cameras was produced to 
record the visit. 

Our brief sojourn underground finished as we 
burst into the daylight at 13 45. Now it was time for a 
quick sprint to Caulfield via the local line. At Mal- 
vern a fascinating struggle started. A race developed 
between us and a down Frankston spark. Even our 
non-stop run through Caulfield failed to shake off the 
persistent down Frankston pass. We finally won the 
unofficial race by preceding it into Glenhuntly. Rain 
began to fall in copious quantities again. Our arrival 
at Frankston was at 14 37. 

The non electrified sphere of the Met’s operations 
beckoned us on. The 1 in 50 bank was a challenge for 
the twin DERMs with a trailer sandwiched in 
between. They performed admirably, reaching the 
summit at Langwarrin in 11 minutes. Then an equally 
stiff descent awaited us as we thundered down the 
hill to stop at the bottom for a Baxter station photo- 
stop. Our arrival 12 minutes behind our special train 
notice at 14 51 meant a quick exit was required to pos- 
sibly meet the up Long Island goods at Somerville. 
Six minutes later the DERMs raced into Somerville! 
to find no train in sight! So our progress continued, 
this time a little more gently to arrive at Long Island 
Junction at 15 05. The weather too was improving all 
the time. During the 5 minutes safeworking at the 
junction, it was learnt that the Long Island goods was 
near ready for departure, so the steel slab siding visit 
was out, and we enjoyed an extended visit to the| 
Mornington Railway Preservation Society compound. 
Most of us spent quite an enjoyable time looking 
over their work at the various pieces of rollingstock 
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DERMs 56 and 61 with 43BPL as an intermediate trailer at Webb Dock during the ARHS Industrial Lines Tour. 


Sat.7.5.88. (John Buckland) 


__ The up journey now provided interest to avid time- 
_ keepers (I don’t belong to this category), as on this 
_ line remain some of the shortest electric staff sections 
in the state. I timed these sections Stony Point/ Hast- 
ings 12 minutes, Hastings/Somerville 12 minutes, 
| Somerville/Baxter 5 minutes. A stop of 3 minutes 
occurred at Baxter. At 17 42 we arrived at Frankston 
and the suburban network proper. Even at this out- 
post of electrification, I sensed a loss of unhurried- 
ness. The rest of the journey was uneventful, only to 
| say that the heavens turned the taps on again. Our 
Caulfield arrival was just in time for those making 
| eastward connections. A brief stop at Flinders Street 
platform 1 was made on our way to Spencer Street to 
| terminate our journey at 18 48 on platform 8. 
A thoroughly enjoyable trip, made possible by the 
ageless DERMs and the ARHS Tours Committee. 


ARHS MEMBERS’ LIBRARY 


WINDSOR STATION — UP PLATFORM 
ENTER FROM FOOTBRIDGE 


Open 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
every Tuesday 


FEBRUARY - MID-DECEMBER 


Visitors welcome to browse 
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being restored. 15 49 was our departure time from the 
home of K163, with most of us still feeling the 
warmth of a hot cuppa put on by the MRPS. 


An impromptu photostop for some occurred as our 
train joined the main line reversing direction. We 
arrived at Hastings at 16 20. Shortly after this station, 
the once familar clackity clack of short rails made a 
nostalgic return. Crib Point station with its nearby 
naval base was reached at 16 29. 


The view of the sea informed all that the perm- 
anent way was about to end. Our arrival at Stony 
Point was at 16 32. In the fading light, we waited for 
down Stony Point pass. in the form of DRC41 and 
trailer. It arrived at 16 53 and came to rest in number 
two road. Our departure at 16 58 gave the signal for 
the sun to virtually disappear for the day. 


NOTHING TO DO 
ON TUESDAY NIGHTS? 


Why not visit the ARHS Archives 


on the down platform at Windsor 
from 8 p.m. 


See you there! 


293 


294 NEWSRAIL 


Above left: X52-B65-Y167 power No.9240 out of the Morwell Briquette siding destined for Geelong on Mon.20.6.88. 


Below left: On Thurs.22.9.88, B64-T403-S307, cross Narracan Creek, Moe, with the same train. (Both photos 
Bryce Leydon) 


Above: B65-T350 near Sunbury on No.9009 Ballarat to Gisborne at 11 10 on Thurs.4.8.88. (Gavin McLaughlin) 


Below: After dropping ballast in the Moe - Trafalgar section, B84 shunts the wagons into a siding at Trafalgar before 
departing light engine. Fri.4.12.87. (John Dennis) 
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Riding the Goods Trains 


An era in rail travel ended with the introduction of 
two-man crewing of goods trains. Along with the 
abandoned brake vans have gone the guards who 
rode in them to earn their daily bread and the fare- 
paying passengers who elected to travel by goods 
train. 

There were two ways fare-paying passengers could 
travel legally by goods train on the former Victorian 
Railways. The first was to ride on a train marked with 
the symbol G in the Public Time Table which at one 
stage was officially interpreted as ‘Goods Train with 
Car Attached for the Convenience of Passengers’. 
Although advertised as taking passengers, these 
trains were primarily for goods traffic with the conse- 
quence that shunting could, and invariably did, take 
place at intermediate stations. Also connections with 
other services were not usually scheduled and 
certainly not guaranteed. In my experience, however, 
crews did their best to see that the wishes of passen- 
gers wanting to connect with a regular service were 
met. The ‘car’ was more often than not one of the 
oldest still authorised to operate and would have 
been a welcome addition to any transport museum if 
these institutions had been about at the time. 

Not all these trains were listed in the Public Time 
Table. I recall seeing (early in 1939) a goods train 
departing from Woodend about 8 a.m. with a six- 
wheeled carriage attached. This I was told was to 
convey students to the Kyneton High School and one 
of the duties of the guard was to chase students down 
from the roof of the carriage from time to time. 
There is no mention of this service in my 1938 Public 
Time Table. 

My father, a railway engineer, had to travel to all 
parts of Victoria in the course of his duties. He trav- 
elled in many of these trains riding somewhat less 
than comfortably in their ancient carriages, com- 
plained that the official interpretation for symbol G 
should read ‘Car Attached for the Inconvenience of 
Passengers’. Perhaps that is why the wording was 
truncated later to read simply ‘Goods Train with Car 
Attached’. 

On lines where no regular passenger services oper- 
ated a note could be found in the Public Time Table 
which read ‘Goods trains are run as required and 
passengers may travel under the usual conditions’. So 
what were these usual conditions? There were many, 
nearly three pages of them in General Appendix to 
Book of Rules and Regulations and to the Working 
Time Table dated lst December 1936. The main ones 
may be summarised as under. 

1. Unless specially authorised it was necessary for 
passengers to sign a form of indemnity 
absolving the Commissioners from any liability 
in case of an accident. (Authorised persons 
included parliamentary gold pass _ holders, 
various people on duty, commercial travellers 
and others who had signed a general indemnity 
held at Head Office.) 

2. Before persons under the age of 21 years could 
travel in goods trains an indemnity had to be 
signed by their parent or guardian. 

3. Female passengers unaccompanied by a male 
companion were not to be carried except in the 
case of an emergency. 


296 


JIM HARVEY 


Travel was not permitted in the Melbourne 
suburban area. 

5. Passengers could not travel in a goods train in 
which any loaded powder van was being 
forwarded with exception of gold pass holders 
and drovers if their livestock was on the train. 

6. Passengers had to hold a valid ticket or pass for 
the portion of the journey undertaken by the 
goods train. 

7. Fully loaded trains were not permitted to stop to 
pick up passengers at certain stations which 
were located on heavy grades. 

8. Passengers were not to ride in the guard’s 
lookout seat, defined as the one on the left hand 
side of the train in the direction in which it is 
travelling. 

9. Travelling in the van of a ballast train was not 
permitted. 

10. Ifthe passengers had to detrain in a goods yard 
they were to be escorted to the platform by a 
railway employee. 

Surprisingly there was no rule forbidding riding in 
the van of a train being banked by an engine in the 
rear. 

In my days of goods train travel the vans were 
always Z class vehicles whose conceptual design 
dated back to the very beginning of railways. Fortu- 
nately most were of the six-wheel variety though 
there were some four-wheelers about. Travelling by 
goods train was not meant to be easy and people who 
chose to do so had to develop special riding techni- 
ques if they were to survive the journey without 
injury. No printed handout giving hints on how to 
best enjoy the journey was given to the passengers 
when boarding the guard’s van. One had to learn the 
hard way. 

The first lesson came as the train started. In the 
late 1930s and early 1940s much of the wagon stock 
still had three link couplings. The unsuspecting trave- 
ller would stand relaxed, watch the guard give the 
right of way to the driver, hear the locomotive’s 
confirming whistle and then wonder why nothing 
happened. Then it did happen. Without warning the 
van leapt forward about three feet in one go and 
unless the passenger was holding on to something 
firm he was likely to find himself flung about in an 
undignified manner. It seems to have been a matter 
of travellers’ protocol that new chums were never 
given a warning as to what was to take place. Perhaps 
there was wisdom in this. Having once learned the 
hard way, one never forgot. 

Similar lurching of the van would occur during the 
journey as the train bunched or lengthened out as it 
negotiated curves and grades. After a while seasoned 
van riders learned to anticipate this lurching. On 
hearing the clanking of the couplings as the slack was 
taken up it was time to take a firm hold. Not so easy 
to anticipate was the bunching but then its effect was 
not so dramatic. 

While all the vans were the same, the guards were 
not. They could be categorised under various 
headings such as friendly, hostile, officious, embit- 
tered or playful. The latter were the type who would 
suggest that the passenger might like to ride sitting 
on the hand brake wheel. It was wise to decline this 
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The way we were — back on Fri.21.11.80. Y127 crosses the Curdies River on the up Timboon goods with the ubiquitous 


ZL van at the rear. (John Dare) 


offer for two reasons. Firstly the wheel was uncom- 


| fortable to sit on, but more importantly when the 


guard made his continuity brake test the traveller 
found himself propelled rapidly upward, his head 
coming perilously close to the roof of the van. 
Actually my journeys by goods train were very 
modest in number and in distance travelled (nothing 


_ to match Jack McLean’s epic journey from Mildura 


to Maryborough) but I did have one which can be 
regarded as memorable. This was between Koroit 


_ and Hamilton on the very last day of 1940. Keith 


Hayter, Ted Downs and myself were engaged in a 
tour of the Western Lines over the Christmas-New 
Year holidays. We had journeyed to Forrest, Crowes 
and Port Fairy and planned to continue to Portland. 
The weak link in the itinerary was the run from 
Koroit to Hamilton which had to be made by goods 
train. Jack McLean did not have the extended holi- 


_ days enjoyed by us so he did the round journey in the 
_ reverse direction. The last day of his tour was our 


first with the four of us journeying to Forrest 
together. 

Examination of the Working Time Table revealed 
that train Number 9 Goods (Tues. and Thurs.) was 
scheduled to leave Koroit at 11 20 and arrive at 


| Hamilton at 15 40. The Portland train from Ararat 


was due in at Hamilton at 15 30 departing at 15 52 
OCTOBER 1988 


after a 12 minute stop for refreshments. As the 
connection was not guaranteed the 22-minute margin 
seemed a chancy proposition. The matter was 
discussed by the participants when the tour was being 
planned and all agreed that because of the holiday 
period the loading would be light and the prospects 
of making the connection were good. 

I must have had my doubts because I wrote to the 
District Superintendent at Geelong indicating that we 
wished to travel by the goods train from Koroit to 
Hamilton on 3lst December and could he please see 
that we made our connection at Hamilton. Back 
came the expected letter saying that he had passed 
our request on to the staff concerned but could not 
guarantee the connection. 

The story of the goods train ride starts the day 
before. We had spent Sunday in Colac and on 
Monday took the regular passenger service to Port 
Fairy and returned as far as Koroit arriving there one 
minute early at 15 51. We booked into the hotel and 
spent the time before dinner walking out to the 
ancient volcano known as Tower Hill. On return to 
the hotel for dinner we entered the dining room 
which, I recall, had about six tables set but we were 
shown to one where three men had already started 
their dinner. This was common practice in Victorian 
country hotels at the time. If we had been given a 
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No guard’s van to provide accommodation these days. S302-X49-T355 storm out of Dunolly with a wheat extra off 
the Inglewood branch at 20 05 on Mon.4.1.88. (Graham Withers) 


separate table one of us may have spilt some gravy on 
the tablecloth which would then have to be 
laundered. 

We had been seated at the table a few minutes 
when it became plain that our dining companions 
were the crew of our train for tomorrow. They had 
been told that ‘party’ would be travelling on their 
train and that they were expected to reach Hamilton 
in time for a connection to be made with the Portland 
train. They were not impressed and the grizzles were 
loud and long. (I must admit that at the time I was 
unfamiliar with the concept of overtime let alone its 
significance. It certainly didn’t apply where I worked.) 
As the conversation continued I felt that it was about 
time we introduced ourselves but before I could utter 
a word a kick on the shins under the table indicated 
that perhaps this was not the right moment. So we 
ate in silence as our perceived sins of the morrow 
were discussed in detail until the crew left to return 
to the bar. 

Next morning we arrived at Koroit station in ample 
time which wasn’t difficult because of the 11 20 
scheduled departure time. Nevertheless in no way 
were we going to be the cause of any delay. The train 
was not ready by 11 20 and when it was finally 
marshalled we found to our dismay that it was a long 
one which we felt must have been close to the 
maximum allowed for our engine D3 663. Most of the 
vehicles were empty open wagons presumably being 
worked into the Wimmera for the approaching wheat 
traffic, a contingency overlooked during our pre-tour 
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discussions. The odds in favour of us making the 
connection lengthened considerably. 
Being fully committed to take the train we went 


into the Station Master’s office to sign the necessary | 


indemnity forms before boarding Z van number 278. 
Once in the van two things became apparent. One 
was that a station seat with KOROIT painted on it 
had been placed in the van for our convenience and 
the other was that the guard didn’t want to know us. 
He gave non-committal grunt-like replies to any of 
our greetings and while never expressing any outright 
disapproval to our presence it was clear that he 
preferred us to be somewhere else. There was no 
mention of dinner the previous night. 

It was a pity about the station seat though. The 
District Superintendent had obviously applied 
himself on our behalf but a seat in the dark recess at 
the back of the van was not quite what we had in 
mind and was never used. I recall that the guard 
spent most of the time sitting on the step leading 


from the guard’s compartment to the van area eating | 


sugared biscuits. This meant the three seats set aside 
for the guard were available. Consequently we rode 
in all three, changing places from time to time. 

We did not get away from Koroit until 1138 
eighteen minutes late further lengthening the odds. 


My note book records that we ran through Warrong | 


five minutes later with the first stop at Woolsthorpe- 


(12 09 to 12 20) where we picked up two more wagons. 
At Hawkesdale (12 36 to 12 47) we dropped two off. 
We ran through Minhamite (1302), and Purdeet 
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Not so long ago, flat top T class and guard’s vans were still in regular service as here T341 climbs Ingliston Bank with 


No.9139 Mildura goods on Mon.20.1.86. (Gavin McLaughlan) 


(13 29) to arrive at Penshurst at 13 49. Here the Station 
Master proved to be both pleasant and helpful but it 
was we who had to be co-operative. In the louvre van 
ahead of the Z van was a large consignment of paint 
in four-gallon pails to be unloaded. I cannot recall the 
exact number but I know the three of us worked like 
mad to get the lot unloaded. It should be remem- 
bered that in those days lead was a major constituent 
in paints. The guard did nothing to help. 

Altogether we spent 29 minutes at Penshurst not 
getting away until 14 18. just three minutes late thus 
shortening the odds a little. I do not have any record 
of shunting taking place there but I did note that the 
load was now 30 vehicles for 375 tons which is 35 
tons over the limit out of Koroit but well below the 
450 allowed for a D3 on the mainly downhill run from 
Penshurst to Hamilton. We were at Tabor for 18 
minutes (14 34 to 14 52) for no recorded reason, and 
ran through Yatchaw at 15 20. Coleraine Junction was 
passed at 15 37 and three minutes later we entered 
Hamilton yard at 15 40, the time the passenger was 


due to arrive. Although we were ten minutes late on 
the goods train schedule we made our connection 
with a 22-minute margin. This was because the train 
from Ararat was ten minutes late. 

We detrained with a goodbye and thank you to our 
unresponsive guard and crossed the tracks to the plat- 
form. We used the spare time to advantage in the 
refreshment room and after satisfying the Inner Man 
returned to platform to await the arrival of the train 
from Ararat, just in time to see the Koroit station seat 
being unloaded from Z 278. 

The Portland train departed at 16 02 and as we sat 
in the compartment sped along by D? 650 with its 
broken piston ring we may well have congratulated 
ourselves on the successful run on the goods train. It 
is only when I came to write this article did J realise 
that to make this journey we had to breach the ‘usual 
conditions’ on three occasions. We had crossed the 
goods yard at Hamilton unescorted, we had ridden in 
prescribed guard’s lookout seat and we had signed 
indemnities while under the age of 21 years. 


End of the line for ZL vans 740, 303 and 711, as long before their ultimate withdrawal, they were involved in a derail- 


ment at Bendigo in July 1978. (Mark Bau) 
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V/Line Freight Rollingstock Fleet «+ suv.:0 


Details of the V/Line freight rollingstock fleet as at 
1.1.88 were provided in Newsrail, April 1988, p.122. In 
the six months to 1.7.88, almost one third of the 
remaining four wheeled wagons were scrapped with 
the DW and KQ classes ceasing to exist. Although 
still on the register, all wagons of the classes J, L, M, 
P and T are stored or out of service and so in effect 
these classes also cease to exist. 

Two new classes of bogie wagons have been added 
to the register. They are a hopper wagon class VHRX 
and a container wagon VQLX. The wagons in these 
classes and a number of new departmental wagons 
have been made from older and no longer useful 
bogie wagons. Consequently the size of the bogie 
wagon fleet has decreased as some of the older 
wagons are also being scrapped. 

Over the past 18 years, the size of the freight 
rollingstock fleet has drastically reduced. As 
evidenced by the chart “Fleet Comparison 1970-1988” 
the fleet is now only one third of the size it was in 
1970. The four wheeled wagons have borne the brunt 
of the reductions with only one wagon remaining for 
every 10 that existed 18 years ago. Although this can 
be easily attributed to loss of business, particularly 
through the closure of branch lines, it does not recog- 
nise another factor effecting the fleet size. The nature 
of the freight business is increasingly changing to 
containerized loads. These permit faster turn round 
and hence greater utilization of freight wagons. 
Therefore overall less wagons are needed and those 
that are, are container wagons. 


Only one now left on the books, but back in April 1978 there 
were plenty of U vans in use at Ararat. (Frank Cross) 
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FOUR WHEEL WAGONS 

Number Variation 

on Reg. from 
Class 1.7.88 11.88 Remarks 
B 3 - 
DW - 3 See Tanks — water 
FH 6 - 
FJ 2 - 
G 313 —251 44 stored 
GH 490 —137 59 stored 
GY 464 —313 106 stored 
GR 1 - 
HD 89 —6 
HR 16 3 
HZ group 55 —7 
J 63 —4 all out of service 
K 1 - 
KMQ 277 —21 
KQ - —2 class defunct 
L 24 5 all stored 
M 13 —l all stored 
P 6 —14 all out of service 
RY 13 5 
T 4 - used as lock up sheds 

on wheels 

U 1 - 
WA 1 - 
WTT 4 +1* 
Tanks — oil 2 —l 
Tanks — water 10 +3 presumed includes 


DW wagons 


1858 


TOTAL 
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Above: A member of the now defunct KQ class is seen here at Ballarat on 25.3.78. (Frank Cross) 


Below: VHJB10B as modified for bulk fertilizer traffic at Dennington on 21.12.84. This is one of the hoppers imported 
from the USA in 1926. (John Buckland) 
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FLEET COMPARISON 1970-1988 


1.7.70 1.7.79 1.7.86 1.7.88 
Four Wheel Wagons 
Opens 13019 6613 4737 790 
Vans 2247 395 39 14 
Timber 300 yal 4 - 
Flats 177 275 311 278 
Grain Hoppers - - 783 490 
Other Hoppers 145 60 6 6 
Bulk Air Disch. 77 76 70 65 
Oil Tanks 82 46 2 2 
Livestock 1375 600 359 37 
Service Stock 1040 663 308 176 
Total 18462 8799 6619 1858 
Bogie Wagons 3896 4770 4897 4876 
Grand Total 22358 13569 11516 6734 
Notes: 


*Change as a result of previous recording error rather 
than real change to fleet. 

{These figures are V/Line official figures which, due to a 
discrepancy in recording, are not equal to the sum of 
numbers for each class. The official total for bogie 
wagons at 1.1.88 was 4932. 

Classes now defunct: DW, KQ. 

New classes: VHRX, VQLX. 


BOGIE WAGONS 
Number Variation 
on Reg. from 

Class 17.88 1.1.88 Remarks 

VBAX/Y 23 —17 20to VZTX sleeper 
wagons. 20 stored. 

VBBX/Y/F 129 +1 49 stored 

VBCW 40 - 

VCCX 30 - 

VCSX 88 

VCVX 8- 

VDSF 2 - to be recoded to VZ group 

VFAA 2 - stored 

VFBY/F 4 —l 

VFEX/FX 5 - 

VFGA 4 - 

VFHA 2 - 

VFJX 12 - 

VFKX 53 - 

VFLX/Y 20 —79 being converted to VQLX 

VFMX 13 - 

VFNX 50 - 20 to be stored when due 
lift 

VFRX/Y 13 —9 being recoded to VZ group 

VEFTX/Y/F 27 3 11 being converted to 
VQLX 

VHAY/F 10 - 

VHCA 76 - 

VHCX 34 - 

VHDX/Y 10 - being recoded to VHDX 

VHEY/F 47 +2* 

VHFY 10 - 

VHGX/Y/F 632 +4 

VHHY/F 103 - 

VHJA 10 - 

VHMY/F 55 —5 being recoded to VZ group 

VHNA 18 -l 

VHQF 25 - 
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Number Variation 


on Reg. from 

Class 1.7.88 1.1.88 Remarks 

VHRX 1 +1 new class 

VHSY 35 —l 

VHWA 48 —6 

VKEX 50 - 

VLBY 4] -  36stored 

VLCX 634 -9 11 to VZSX sleeper 
wagons 

VLDX 20 - 

VLEX 215 - 

VLNX 25 - 

VMAP 6 - 

VMAX 16 - all stored 

VMBP 2 - 

VMBX 53 - 

VOAA 4 - 

VOBX 121 —l 

VOCX/Y/F 161 - 

VOFX 276 - 

VOFY 1 —l being recoded to VZ group 

VOWA 70 —24 

VPCX 158 - 

VPFX 17 - 

VQCX/Y 503 - 

VQDW 75 - 

VQEX/Y 1 —7 _ being converted to VQLX 

VQFX 133 - 

VQGX 16 - 

VQLX 89 +89 from VFLX, VFLY, 
VQEX, VQEY, VFTY 

VQPY l - 

VSAY 2 —2 

VSBY 3 +2* 

VSPY 1 - 

VTBA/X/Y B 3 

VTGX 3 3 transferred interstate 

VTHX 14 - 

VTQA/X/Y/Z 280 —32 

VWAA 8 - stored 

VWBA 1 - 

HD 4 -l 

HR 1 - 

MBY 5 - 

QD 3 +1 

VZ group 140 +64 all departmental wagons 
are being recoded to this 
group 

WwW 6 - 

WA 4 —3 Weedex water tank 

TOTAL 4876+  —S6t 


ATTENTION NEW REPORTERS 


Please note the News Editor’s address: 


News items should be sent to 
Denys Potts 
45 O’Gradys Road, Kilmore East, 3764 
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Above: Pressurised bulk cement tank wagon VPCX 131P with modified frame and rounded bottom tank design at 
North Geelong on 6.8.87. (John Buckland) 
~ Below: FX bulk flour wagon, now coded VPFX, at Albury. 22.11.77. (Frank Cross) 
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“The Spirit of Ballarat” D?639 slowly climbs Warrenheip 
Bank with a Steamrail special to Bacchus Marsh on 
Sun.6.4.86. D?639 will be appearing during the Aus Steam 


"Festival. (Robert Carlisle) 
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News 


GENERAL 


Australian Vintage Travel: Further to September 
Newsrail, the official receiver of Australian Vintage 
Travel, Mr John Spark of Arthur Anderson and Com- 
pany said on Tues.9.10 that the company could be 
sold to overseas interests to clear its debt to the Vic- 
torian Economic Development Corporation. Vintage 
Rail Pty Limited, operators of the Southern Cross 
Express could bring as much as $6 million. An adver- 
tisement inviting expressions of interest from parties 
appeared in The Age on Wed.3.8. It is likely that fur- 
ther advertisements will be placed in the Wall Street 
Journal in North America and Asia as well as publica- 
tions in Tokyo, London and Singapore. 


Power of arrest for drivers of the Met: All members of 
the community have the right to make a citizen’s 
arrest under Section 358 of the Crimes Act. Transport 
officers employed by The Met have additional 
powers under Section 220 of the Transport Act which 
allows them to “summarily remove” from a train, 
tram or bus anyone who may be drawing on walls, 
annoying passengers or generally causing a distur- 
bance. 

Inspector John Conolan of the transit police said 
there are early signs of an increase in the number of 
train drivers taking action against those who disturb 
other passengers. He stressed there was no intention 
to encourage them to intervene in a dangerous situa- 
tion that would place their safety at risk. He added 
that many drivers were reluctant to intervene when 
they spotted trouble for fear of being charged with 
assault but because the law required them to act 
reasonably in the circumstances, there was no danger 
of prosecution. Usually, drivers radio ahead to the 
next station and arrange for transit police to be wai- 
ting to make an arrest. 


Transit police: Current strength as at Fri.26.8, was 152 
patrol officers and 66 transit police. The Police Minis- 
ter, Mr S Crabb pledged that this would be lifted to 
170 patrol officers and 130 transit police by June 1989. 
Mr Crabb also said that railway guards would be 
expected to move through trains as a deterrent to 
criminal activity and would alert transit police of dis- 
turbances. As part of the crime prevention pro- 
gramme lighting at metropolitan stations will be 
improved by 1990 and railway stations would be 
redesigned to allow waiting rooms to be observed 
from the booking office. Video cameras would be ins- 
talled at Frankston, Broadmeadows, Epping, Rich- 
mond, Ringwood, Belgrave, Mitcham and Glen 
Waverley during the next year. 


Victorian State Budget: The transport deficit will 
increase 7.6% to $581.6 million this financial year. 
The Treasurer, Mr R Jolly, said suburban and coun- 
try fares would not rise. Overall transport spending 
will be up $78.3 million or 3.9% in 1988-89. Public 
transport will get an 8%, $37.3 million, boost, most of 
which will be spent on new light rail vehicles, trains 
and buses. The V/Line deficit would rise from $179.2 
million to $194 million, an 11% increase. Revenue 
from V/Line freight services is expected to be down 
a million on last year because of a smaller wheat 
arvest. 
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A 2% growth in patronage of The Met has been 
forecast and $3 million has been allocated for hand 
held radios which will facilitate the introduction of 
roving guards on trains. Upgrading passenger facili- 
ties at Flinders St station will cost $1 million and $3.2 
million will be spent on staffing and improving the 
control of train doors. $6.7 million will be used to 
upgrade facilities and carparking at Ginifer, Mitcham, 
Richmond, North Melbourne, Eltham, Jordanville, 
Ringwood, Mooroolbark and Lilydale stations. 


Graffiti: The annual cost to the Met of graffiti and 
vandalism is about $5 million per year. Several initia- 
tives will be introduced to combat the growing prob- 
lem including a public awareness campaign, encoura- 
ging people to “dob in” the graffitists and vandals 
and video surveillance of a number of railway 
stations. Train cleaning staff have been doubled from 
15 to 30 in order to get graffiti damaged trains back 
into service as soon as possible. 


Mergers plan for transport: Victoria could move to 
one big rail, tram and bus authority by the middle of 
next year. The Transport Minister, Mr J Kennan said 
there was need for some consolidation of the opera- 
tions of The Met and State Rail Authority. Transport 
and clerical unions are wary of the potential moves 
because of the possibility of job losses in the depart- 
ment with a 31 600 strong workforce and a $2.2 billion 
budget. The department has already shed almost 
5000 jobs since July 1985 with most coming from the 
country rail system. If the mergers go ahead, it would 
mean the present government would have reduced 
the nine transport authorities that existed in 1982 to 
two, one for public transport and the other for road 
construction and safety. 


Light rail patronage: The Met reports a 3% increase in 
passenger trips per day following the replacement of 
trains with light rail vehicles on the Port Melbourne 
line. The most recent survey, conducted and comple- 
ted about the end of June 1988, found an average of 
2803 people used the Port light rail service per day as 
opposed to 2719 using the train service. A spokesman 
for The Met said it was hoped initially that the 
increase would be in the order of 11% but he was 
satisfied the service was expanding every day. The 
Public Transport Users Association said their surveys 
had indicated that about 20% of the patrons using the 
service were only travelling from Spencer Street 
along Bourke Street. 


Railway station redevelopment: Victorian Trades Hall 
Council secretary, Mr J Halfpenny said railway 


stations were under-utilised and that transforming | 


some into shopping and facilities centres such as Box 
Hill, would bring widespread benefits. Mr Halfpenny 
was launching the Trades Hall and transport unions’ 
response to the Metplan draft strategy which was 
launched in May to plan future improvements for 
Melbourne’s public transport system. The Trades 
Hall and union submission urged: 


* Expanded tram network to Elwood, Mill Park, | 


Vermont South, Doncaster Shopping-town and 
Box Hill. 


* Construction of an electric heavy rail link from 
Huntingdale to VFL Park. 
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* Extended electric rail services to Sunbury, Mel- 
ton, Cranbourne, Craigieburn, South Morang, 
Calder, Baxter, Coolaroo and South Geelong. 


* Construction of a very fast electric mass transit 
link between the airport and the city. 

The unions’ submission rejected the Metplan prop- 

osal to eliminate tram conductors by introducing 

proof-of-payment ticketing, off-system ticket sales 

and driver only trams. 


Public address system on trains: The director of com- 
munity services for the Royal Victorian Institute for 
the Blind said Melbourne’s public transport system 
must catch up with the rest of the world by installing 
audible signals for blind people. Trains should be 
equipped with public address systems to identify rail- 
way stations at every stop. This practice is used 
extensively in Hong Kong, Japan, North America and 
parts of Europe to help blind people track their way 
through journeys. Of the 7000 legally blind people in 
Victoria it is estimated 80% use public transport for 
virtually all their needs. 


Very Fast Train: Further to items on the VFT in July 
and August Newsrail, this project is receiving more 
publicity as time goes on, not all of it favourable. A 
summary of information recently published is set out 
hereunder: 


* The chief executive of TNT, Sir Peter Abeles, said 
the Victorian, New South Wales and federal 
governments should back a feasibility study of the 
proposed $4 billion project. Sir Peter said govern- 
ment support was “the number one priority and a 
condition of TNT’s further involvement”. The 
chairman of the four VFT joint-venture partners, 
Dr Paul Wild said the TNT announcement was the 
first public indication that the partners were press- 
ing ahead since a $1 million preliminary study of 
potential passenger demand was completed in 


June. He said BHP had also indicated that it was 
prepared to go ahead with a feasibility study which 
could cost $20 million. The Japanese company 
Kumagai Gumi is expected to give its support later 
in August but the board of Elders [XL has yet to 
decide. The results of the passenger demand study 
have not been made public but Dr Wild said they 
were “very positive”. “Even before this, we were 
talking about 30 trains a day in each direction, and 
this is looking healthier than that’. 

The Director of the Australian Conservation Foun- 
dation, Mr Phillip Toyne, called for a public inquiry 
into the VFT. “There has to be a way to balance 
the advantages of a travel time of three hours 
between Melbourne and Sydney and the environ- 
mental impact of such a scheme”, he said. Mr. 
Toyne said conservation groups were concerned 
about the severe impact of the proposed route for 
the link on the East Gippsland forests and the 
noise problems associated with the train. 

Mr D Sharpe, member of the Society for Social 
Responsibility said a discussion paper raised by the 
society raised many questions that should be 
addressed before going further down the track. 
These include looking at alternative routes which 
traverse environmentally sensitive areas than East 
Gippsland and the Monaro district, lower speeds 
which will use less energy and cause less noise 
impact, questioning methods of land acquisition 
and stamp duty payments, special electricity 
charges and so on. At 260 km/h the French TGV 
causes a higher noise level (97 dBA at 25 metres) 
than is generally acceptable. The proposed 350 
km/h FT would sound like a jet aircraft taking off 
in your back yard. 

The Liberal Member for Malvern said “If any 
government, Liberal or Labor, lets trains travel 
through Malvern at 340 km/h I will be lying on the 
tracks”. 


Big power on a light train. N463-P14-P16 bring the 12 30 down Seymour pass. towards Kilmore East on Sat.21.11.87. 
(John Dare) 
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Operations 


WEST 


Dartmoor Bridge: Since the bridge over the Glenelg 
River has been completed changes have occurred on 
the Mt Gambier (SA) - Heywood line. Prior to the 
bridge beimg completed two T class locos were the 
usual power for trains but since the opening of the 
new bridge twin AN930 class have been the most 
common motive power. Listed below are some of the 
sightings: 

Fri.29.7. T383-T386 (last regular twin T class) 

Mon.1.8. 939-932 

Fri.5.8. 932-T361 

Tues.9.8. 307-963 

Fri.12.8. 967-938 

Tues.16.8. 939-947 

Mon.22.8. G531 

Wed.31.8. B65 


Dimboola pass.: This train is now almost exclusively 

run by N class. The only exceptions noted were 

Mon.25.7, N465-S317 and Tues.16.8, A85. 

Depot visits: 

Sun.31.7. Ararat: G512-C504-AN939-AN932 on 
stabled up express goods. T36l, 377 in loco. 

Sun.21.8. Ararat: BL32 on stabled up express goods. 
HI, 5, G514, 531, T363, AN931, 947 in loco. Ballarat 
East: Y171, 173, 174 in loco with BL31-BL26 passing 
on a long up express goods. Geelong: H2, 3, 4, 
N459, T352, 357, 362, 365, 380, 396, 398, 405, 408, 
413, W241, 244, Y127, 130, 132. 


G class on pass: On Sun.7.8. the 16 15 (8125) down 
Ballarat pass. was hauled by G511-A70. This particu- 
lar train sometimes has unusual motive power. The 
G class is restricted to 80 km/h whilst hauling passen- 
ger trains on the Western line. 


Adelaide superfreighter: Both ANR and V/Line have 
been testing various locos for through running of the 
superfreighter. ANR seem to have a preference for 
the BL class whilst V/Line prefer the G class. It may 
well be that both classes will be used for express 
goods services if the V/Line N class is approved for 
both superfreighter and Overland use. 


Double S class on Overland: On Fri.8.7 the 20 35 
(8141) down Overland was hauled by S$317-S300. Both 
locos were No.1 end leading. 


N class on Overland: On Mon.1.8 a trial of N class was 
conducted on the down Overland which was built up 
to 19 vehicles with empty stock. The consist was 
N473-N475-AMPB271-VMBP-Malkari-RBJ1- 
Mururi-AJI-No.1 Club-PCO4-Kuldalai-Tantini- 
No.3 Club-Dorai-Nankuri-AJ3-BJ5-RBJ-BJ9-BJ7- 
CO2. It departed at 20 40 and arrived at Adelaide 5 
minutes late, caused by speed restrictions in S.A. 

On Mon.15.8 2xN hauled the Overland with a nor- 
mal load. 


NORTH WEST 


Vinelander Plate tour: The Vinelander Plate racing 
carnival was held over the weekend 13-15.8. V/Line 
had a special package tour including coach transfers, 
accommodation and sightseeing. To cater for this the 
21 15 Vinelander on Fri.12.8 was N463-XS2-VMAP7- 
VMAPS-PH451-No.1 Club-SS285-SZ287-SJ282- 
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SJ284-BZ266-BRS230-BZ268-A CZ256-D304-D346. 
AJl was in the consist of the Vinelander on Sun.14.8. 

The 18 22 Sunraysia arrival on Tues.16.8 was N458- 
D314-ACZ262-BRS228-BZ267-AJI-No.1 Club-PH451- 
VMAP$8. 


Mildura goods: The Melbourne Yard to Mildura 
express goods (9141) is due to depart at 18 15 on 
Monday to Friday. This train provides a variety of 
motive power. Following is a list of sightings as the 
train left the yard: 


Fri.24.6. B75-X39 at 18 30. 

Fri.8.7. X38-X35 at 17 32. 

Wed.13.7. X36-S309 awaiting departure at 18 15. 
Wed.20.7. A70 at 17 38. 

Fri.22.7. X33-X35 at 18 57. 

Thurs.28.7. X31-T371 at 17 51. 

Fri.29.7. X34-X35 at 19 15. 

Mon.1.8. X36-B61 at 18 08. 

Thurs.4.8. B80-X54 at 18 04. 

Fri.5.8. X36-B61-T362-S310 at 18 30. 

Tues.9.8. X36-B80 at 17 55. 

Thurs.11.8. B80-B61 awaiting departure at 18 35. 
Fri.12.8. X35-X38-X31-T367 at 18 38. 

Mon.15.8. A81-B65 at 18 22. 

Tues.16.8. B76-X35-T367 at 17 55. 

Wed.17.8. B65-X49 at 18 02. 

Fri.19.8. X36-X32-T360 at 17 41. 


700 on Mildura pass.: On Tues.7.6. the 08 30 down 
pass. arrived at Ballarat at 10 22 behind 701-N458. 701 
was detached at Ballarat and proceeded to Ballarat 
East Loco. 


NORTH 


Bendigo notes: The week day Swan Hill pass. has 
been dominated by N class locos for the last couple 
of months. Exceptions have been: Mon.4.7 A71, 
Tues.5.7 X53, Thurs.4.8 A60 and Mon.8.8 A60 once 
again. The up and down Sunday Swan Hill pass. 
(8081 and 8088) are now nearly always double N class 
hauled. The 16 10 (8085) down pass. on Sundays is 
usually overpowered for the normal SH set that is 
used. On Sun.10.7, X36-X52-P17 were used; Sun.17.7, 
X35-T370-P21 provided the power; Sun.24.7, N473- 
P19 were used; Sun.31.7, S300-P12; Sun.7.8, B76-P21 
and on Sun.21.8 the best lash-up of power seen on a 
passenger train at Bendigo for some time X49-X38- 
X31-P16 were used. Grain trains are moving again 
with silos in the north being cleared in readiness for 
the next harvest. On Fri.15.7 X54-X49 was on an up 
Korong Vale block grain whilst on Wed.20.7, G525- 
S301-B6l1 departed Bendigo for Maryborough at 16 50 
with a block grain. This was the first G sighted in 
Bendigo for some time. On Tues.16.8, X48-T391- 
$315-lxGH-20xVHGYs arrived at Bendigo from 
Korong Vale at 20 28. The next day Wed.17.8 X32- 
X54 were sighted at California Gully on an up block 
grain at 17 51. On Mon.22.8, X49-T377-29xGHs left 

Bendigo at 21 55 bound for Sunshine. Highlights of 

August were in order of appearance: 

* Tues.16.8 when the 18.30 (8065) pass. arrived in 
Bendigo with N473-N475-Norman-SS285-SZ287- 
Goulburn-S set-D357-D321. After much ado, SS285 
was shunted out of the consist when it was discov- 
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ered to have sticking brakes. Later that night T410- 
Norman- SZ287-Goulburn left for Robinvale on an 
Operations Branch inspection. 

* On Fri.26.8 T371 arrived at Bendigo from St 
Arnaud with an empty sleeper train. The train orig- 
inated from Bendigo earlier that day, proceeding to 
Emu via Inglewood and Dunolly where it 
discharged sleepers from Emu to St. Arnaud. 

* On Mon.29.8, X34 with the Train of Knowledge 

was sighted at California Gully on the down at 
16 17. It was the second week in a row that this 
train was in the area after a long absence. On the 
same night N457-N475-D310-State Car-Goulburn- 
S set-D339 on the 18 30 (8065) pass. arrived in Ben- 
digo at 20 29 six minutes early. 


| Bendigo observations: Set out hereunder is a list of 
observations between Sun.30.7. and Wed.17.8. 

Sun.30.7. N469, T345, 357, 359, 362, 370, 376, 391, 
X39, 54, Y164 stabled at Bendigo Loco. 

Mon.1.8. Y164-lIxVTQF-IxVTQY departed for Cali- 
fornia Gully and Eaglehawk from Bendigo North at 
09 57. The loco returned from Eaglehawk at 10 34 
with 2xVHWA. 

| Wed.3.8. The 06 50 (8026) up Bendigo pass. departed 
on time with N468-D-5 car Z set. Noted in the 
outer departure was the Bendigo North transfer 
consisting of IxWLEX-lxVQCX-6xVOFX for the 
workshops and 7xVTQY for Caltex. At 20 39, the 
18 30 (8065) down Bendigo pass. arrived with N474- 
A85-D-5 car Z set-D. S302 and T376 were in the 
loco receiving attention. 

Thurs.4.8. Y161 replaced Y164 as yard pilot for the 
first time for several weeks. 

| Fri.5.8. B65, G528, T345, 350, Y161 at Bendigo Loco. 

| Y164 was back on the pilot. Y164-2xVTQF 
(Ampol)2xVTQA-3xVTQY(Caltex)-lxVOFX- 
IxVLEX-IxVZFA for Bendigo Yard departed Ben- 
digo North at 17 00. X37 was outside the paint shop 
in V/Line livery with air conditioning, new marker 
lights and a new whistle. 

Sun.7.8. B65, N468, T345, 376, 373, 378, 391, Y161, 164 
at Bendigo Loco. The 16 10 (8085) down Bendigo 
pass. consisted of B76-P21-4 car SH set-ACZ. 

Tues.9.8. The 17 45 (8043) down Swan Hill pass. 
departed Bendigo C Box at 19 48 with A81-2xD-4 
car Z set-D. 

Wed.10.8. The Bendigo North transfer, Y164- 

| 2xVHGY-3xVOFX-2xVHWA-DRC-1xB, was in 
the departure at 07 40. The 18 30 (8065) down Ben- 
digo pass., X48(VR)-A78-D-5 car Z set-D, arrived 
at 20 41 (4 early). 

Thurs.11.8. The 06 50 (8026) up Bendigo pass. was 
N474-Moorabool-D-5 car Z set. In the departure 
was Y164-3xVHGY-1xVMBX-3xGH-IxVZWA- 
IxVLCX(for the shops)-2xVTQF(Ampol)3xVTQA 

| (Caltex). The up Echuca goods arrived at C Box at 
21 00 with T386-T391-IxVLEX-IxVTQY-5xKMQ- 
12x VQCX-1xB-12xGH-6xVZS X-12xKMQ. 

Fri.12.8. An up Echuca goods consisted of T378- 
T376-T370-13x VHGF-1xB-IxVPCX-4x VFLX- 
5xVZRX-20x VQCX-IxKMQ 

| Sun.14.8. N468, T345, 355, 375, 376, 391, 399, X39, 
|  Y161, 164 in Bendigo Loco. The 16 10 (8085) down 
| Bendigo pass. consisted of P16-4 car SH set. 

Tues.16.8. The 06 50 (8026) up Bendigo pass. consis- 
ted of N471-D-5 car Z set. The 06 45 (8038) up 
Swan Hill pass. consisted of A66-D-4 car Z set. 
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Wed.17.8. The 06 50 (8026) up Bendigo pass. con- 
sisted of N468-sleeping car-D-Z53. The 06 45 
(8038) up Swan Hill pass. consisted of N451-2xD-4 
car Z set. 


Echuca notes: Set out hereunder is a resume of 

observations during August. 

Wed.3.8. T394-B-VPCX-2x VT QY-AO?X-31x 
containers departed 17 00. 

Thurs.4.8. T-19xVHHY departed 06 30. 

Fri.5.8. T385-VLCX-12xcontainers departed 09 45. 
Wool from Riverina in freightgate branded 
MOONY ANCO to be transported to Melbourne 
by V/Line road transport. 

Mon.8.8. T385-KMQs departed 05 55. 

Tues.9.8. T407-T351 arrived 08 00. T351, 391, 407 in 
yard at 16 30. 

Wed.10.8. T391-12xGH-VZRF rail set departed 09 25. 

Thurs.11.8. T-40xVHHY departed 06 15. T386- 
12xGH-7xKMQ-6xVZSX-5xKMQ-4xVHHY 
arrived 13 10. 

Fri.12.8. T370-VLCX-2xcontainers arrived 13 32. 
T378-VZRF set-24xVHHY arrived 16 58. 

Mon.15.8. T376-VLCX-5xcontainers arrived 13 24. 

ee T386-VLCX-4xG-l0xcontainers arrived 
16 25 


Wed.17.8. T378-VLCX-4xVZSK-3x KMQ-9x 
containers arrived 13 43. 

Fri.19.8. T386-VLCX-12xcontainers arrived 12 50. 
T376-3xGH-18xVHHY arrived 15 20. T385-T386- 
T376-3xGH-B-2xG Y-VPCX-3xVT QY-38x 
containers departed 17 00. 

Mon.22.8. T-5xGH-13x VOWA-20xVHHY departed 
06 30. T378-21xGH-7xVHHY arrived 13 55. 

Thurs.25.8. T-lIxVWHHY departed 06 00. T-VLCX- 
21xcontainers departed 09 25. T385-5xKMQ-2xG- 
19xVHHY arrived 13 44. 

Mon.29.8. T-12xVOWA-19xVHHY departed 06 15. 
Truck (road-rail) equipped with weed spraying gear 
arrived from Bendigo 16 40. 

Tues.30.8. T-20xVHHY departed 06 00. T370, 378, 
386 in yard at 16 30. 

Wed.31.8. T-2xVLCX-Sxcontainers departed 10 00. 
T378-VLCX-3xcontainers arrived 14 12. T378, 385, 
386 in yard at 16 00. 


Management special: On Tues.16.8 Goulburn-SZ287- 
Norman were attached to the rear of the 18 30 (8065) 
down Bendigo pass. They formed a V/Line manage- 
ment special, hauled by a T class, which ran over- 
night to Robinvale then by day back to Korong Vale 
and Kulwin. 


DERM in pass.: On Fri.19.8 the 12 15 (8025) down 
Bendigo pass. consisted of N451-BZ267-BRS-228- 
BZ268-ACZ262-D314-D347-61RM. The DERM was 
destined for Bendigo Workshops to undergo repairs. 


NORTH EAST 


Shepparton observations: Locos which visited the area 
in July were: A73, N455, 470, T354, 359, 363, 368, 37], 
373, 380, 382, 384, 389, 393, 394, 395, 396, 398, 401, 
404, 406, 410, Y133, 155, 167. 

On Tues.5.7 Y133-T384 were noted in Shepparton 
yard after running the No.9380 Shepparton block oil 
train. Y133 returned dead that evening on the 
No.9332 up Shepparton goods behind T363. 
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Goulbum Valley line: Shepparton goods traffic con- 
sists of Nos. 9365 and 9332 goods on Monday to Fri- 
day with the service extended to Tocumwal on 
Thursday. An oil train operates from and to Paisley, 
Nos. 9380 and 9260. During the period under obser- 
vation second series T class locos ace to domi- 
nate these two trains. Hereunder is a list of sightings 
where second series T class operated solo or in mul- 
tiple. 

Mon.18.7. T363 goods. 

Tues.19.7. T359 goods. 

Thurs.21.7. T359 goods. 

Thurs.28.7. T352 goods. 

Mon.1.8. T362-T410 oil. 

Wed.10.8. T352 goods. T362-T365 oil. 

Thurs.11.8. T359 goods. 

Fri.12.8. T362-T358 oil. 

Sat.13.8. T365-T362 oil. 

Mon.15.8. T362-T365 oil. 

Tues.16.8. T365-T362 oil. 

Wed.17.8. T361 goods. 

Thurs.18.8. T362-T365 oil. T351 goods. 


Re-sleepering: While standard gauge re-sleepering 
work being carried out between Violet Town and 
Longwood Loops, special works trains have operated 
on the broad gauge. The method of operation is as 
hereunder: 

The train departs Seymour bound for Echuca to 
pick up sleepers. Returning on the up the loco runs 
around its consist at Mangalore then heads for Violet 
Town. It returns to Seymour after completion. The 
consist is made up of VOWA wooden bodied sleeper 
wagons. Observations of this train are as follows: 

Thurs.21.7. T385 

Thurs.28.7 T348 

Thurs.4.8. T351 

Fri.5.8. T351 

Thurs.18.8. T385. 


Mangalore: Motive power on the North East line is 

still gradually changing from the B and S class to X 

class. This is becoming more obvious by the loco 

balancing via the Albury pass. Sightings at Mangalore 
are listed hereunder: 

Mon.18.7. S310-T395-A73 down Albury pass. (8311) at 
14 30. The S and T class were detached at Seymour 
to run a special ballast train. 

a aa N468-X53 down Albury pass. (8311) at 13 

Tues.26.7. A79-X54 down Albury pass. (8311) at 13 35. 

Wed.27.7. N460-S300 up Albury pass. (8310) at 08 48. 
N469-N468 up Albury pass. (8334) at 18 35. 

Thurs.28.7. A81-X45 up Albury pass. (8310) at 08 43. 

Fri.29.7. N473-S311 up Albury pass. (8310) at 08 45. 

Sat.30.7. X48-N473 up Albury pass. (8310) at 08 56. 

Mon.1.8. A85-X54 down Albury pass. (8311) at 13 33. 

Tues.2.8. N460-X32 down Albury pass. (8311) at 13 31. 

Fri.5.8. N469-S315 up Albury pass. (8310) at 08 45. 

Sun.7.8. N462-S311 down Albury pass. (8343) at 19 30. 

Mon.8.8. 478-S304 down Albury pass. (8311) at 14 05. 

Wed.10.8. X38 up Albury pass. (8310) at 08 51. X38- 
X51-N463 down Albury pass. (8311) at 13 46. 

Thurs.11.8. A71-X35 up Albury pass. (8310) at 08 41. 

Mon.15.8. A71-X46-S300-X52 down Albury pass. 
(8311) at 13 30. 
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ee A73-X35 down Albury pass. (8305) at 
31. 


Sat.20.8. N469-X52 up Albury pass. (8310) at 08 45. 

Other highlights noted were: 

Nea X39-T371-S31l up Wodonga goods (9304) 
at ‘ 

Wed.20.7. X42-S312-T360-T371 down Wodonga 
goods (9327) at 04 05. 

Mon.25.7. T363-T355-T356 up Wodonga block oil 
(9224) at 20 48. 

Thurs.4.8. B80-T387-S310-S300-T356 up Wodonga 
goods (9304) at 01 09. T374-T375-T391 up Sheppar- | 
ton goods (9332) at 18 58. 

Tues.9.8. 1T374-T375-T394 up Shepparton goods 
(9332) at 19 02. 

Wed.10.8. N474-S311-S312-T359 up express goods to 
Long Island (9334) at 01 30. 

Thurs.11.8. T406-T399-A77 down Wodonga goods 
(9327) at 01 30. 

Fri.19.8. X38-T387-T382 down Shepparton goods 
(9365) at 02 19. X38-T387-T382-Y119 up Shepparton 
goods (9322) at 21 25. 

Kilmore East - Broadford sightings: On Sat.13.8 the fol- 

lowing trains were noted on both gauges in the area: 

8172 on up Brisbane superfreighter (9686) at 07 13. 

P16 on 07 05 (8306) up Seymour pass. at 07 33. 

G516 on up superfreighter (9662) at 07 36. 

42219 on up express goods (9664) at 08 09. 

56RM on 07 10 (8303) down Seymour pass: at 08 25. 

8177 on up Melbourne Express (8616) at 08 41. 

N464 on 08 10 (8305) down Albury pass. at 08 58. 

N470-A78 on 06 20 (8310) up Albury pass. at 09 14. 

42202 on up express goods (9690) at 09 40. 

ars oo 08 40 (8661) down Intercapital Daylight at 

A66 on 09 10 (8307) down Cobram pass. at 10 05. 

N458 on 07 45 (8308) up Cobram pass. at 10 06. 


Depot visit — Seymour: On sat.13.8 N460, P17, 22, 
1320, 384, Y119, 133 were stabled in the yard. 


A class on Seymour pass.: On Fri.19.8 the 18 30 (8329) 
down Seymour pass. consisted of A81-l0IMTH- 
104MTH-293CP. 


STANDARD GAUGE 


Mangalore observations: During the current period of 
observation, C502 and C504 returned to the standard 
gauge. C502 was noted on return of its first trip 
behind 8171 at 08 45 on Fri.12.8. C504, on its first run, 
was noted behind 42207 passing Mangalore at 13 15 
on Mon.15.8. 

Also noted is the continued heavy use of the two 
non-turbocharged locos on the standard gauge. X41 
and to a lesser extent, T411, are noticed almost twice 
a day assisting the more powerful G and 81 class. The 
X and T class have been noticed regularly operating 
together and occasionally the T class operates solo. 
Such sightings are listed below: 

Mon.18.7. X41-T411 down goods at 17 00. 
Tues.19.7. T411 down goods at 23 58. 
Fri.29.7. T411-X41 up goods at 08 00. X41-T411 down 

goods at 20 20. 

Thurs.4.8. X41-T411 up goods at 02 00. 
Fri.5.8. X41-T411] up goods at 06 28. 
Mon.8.8. X41-T41] up goods at 08 10. 
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Fri.12.8. X41-T411 down goods at 18 46. 
Tues.16.8. T411 down goods at 22 30. 


_ Thurs.18.8. X41-T411 up goods at 02 30. X41-T411 


down goods at 21 55. 
Other highlights include: 
Sun.24.7. 8174-8170 on Sydney Express at 21 52. 
Wed.27.7. G517-G518-X41 on down goods at 15 25. 


| Thurs.28.7. G520 down light engine at 00 25. 8171- 


42216 on down Intercapital Daylight at 11 45. 


_ Mon.1.8. 8176-8174 on Melbourne Express at 08 50. 


Fri.19.8. 42201 on down Southern Cross Express. 


| Sat.20.8. G522-G518-G517 on up goods at 14 01. 


| SRANSW 


Sun.21.8. 8177-8173 on Sydney Express at 2155. 


Wooden carriage: On Fri.8.7 the northbound J/nter- 
capital Daylight was 42202-HFZ-SFS-SFE-OFS-RS- 
BDS-SDS-PHN-MEF2720-MBY. The MEF is a 
wooden supplementary interurban 
carriage. It was included in the arriving /ntercapital 
Daylight on Sat.9.7, running as car 10 between the 
SFS and HFZ. 


C class at Junee: On Mon.15.8. C504 was at Junee for 
crew training. 


T411 fails: On Tues.30.8 at 06 30, T411 with 6 open 
wagons and empty car carriers stopped on the Jacana 


flyover. Shortly after, X41 arrived and pushed the 


consist towards Somerton. 


EAST 
No.9487 goods: Some recent sightings of this goods 


/out of Tottenham Yard to Korumburra, Saturday 


only, are set out below: 


18.6. T350-T368 
25.6. T377-T356 
2.7. T368-T373 
9.7. T362 

23.7. T412 

30.7. T368 

6.8. T400 

13.8. T373 

20.8. T389 

27.8. T372-T395 


Leongatha passenger service: All Leongatha passenger 
trains during the period 16.6 to 26.8 were hauled by 
the usual single P class locos with the following 
exceptions; Thurs.21.7. T362-P21 hauled the 09 45 
down pass. and the T class was detached at Korum- 
burra and combined with T365 to haul No.9482 up 
goods later that day. On Sat.30.7 the 09 47 down pass. 
and the 15 40 up pass. had P17-P20. On Wed.24.8, 
T359-P14 hauled the 09 45 down pass. with the T 
class once again being detached at Korumburra to 
/combine with T372 to work No.9482 up goods later 
that day. 


Trafalgar report: The 15 44 down Traralgon improved 
its punctuality greatly in the 7 weeks from 11.7 to 28.8. 
|The train was sighted on 32 of the 35 occasions on 
which it ran and was over 10 minutes late at Trafalgar 
on only 7 of these. In the first two weeks of August, 
the running was consistent — 7, 9, 9, 9, 10, 8, 9, 7, 6 
and 3 minutes late. The train is due at Trafalgar at 17 
43. On Tues.16.8, Wed.17.8 and Thurs.18.8, it arrived 
at 17 47. Then there were a few bad days: 

Fri.19.8. 18 14 

Mon.22.8. 18 05 
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Tues.23.8. 17 55 
Wed.24.8. 18 08 
Thurs.25.8. 17 56 


On Mon.22.8. the following train, the 16 59 Traral- 
gon, was 42 minutes late at Trafalgar and on 
Wed.24.8 it was 18 late. 


Mention has been made of the problem of crossing 
the 15 44 down pass. with the up Sale train when the 
down is 10-20 late. On Thurs.28.7 the down train 
departed Trafalgar at 17 59 and the up Sale was 8 late 
at 18 30, suggesting a long wait for the up train at 
Hernes Oak. On Thurs.4.8 the down was 9 late at 
ioe aa but the up Sale did not go through until 
18 40. 


On Fri.5.8 the 20 28 down Traralgon arrived at 
Trafalgar at 23 21, 61 minutes late. This is the least 
punctual arrival of this train in 21 years. 


On Sunday nights the 17 00 down Traralgon cros- 
ses the 17 15 up Bairnsdale at Hernes Oak. When the 
down is late, it is difficult to shift the cross to the 
double line West of Moe as the trains have to change 
crews. Although both trains are given quite a lot of 
time at Hernes Oak to allow for this, it is quite com- 
mon for the delay to up train to be greater at Trafal- 
gar than the lateness down. Some examples include: 


Sun.10.7. down 16 late, up 20 late. 
Sun.21.8. down 21 late, up 24 late. 


On Sun.7.8. the down Traralgon, on time, was fol- 
lowed only 10 minutes later by a light engine on the 
down. The up Bairnsdale was 31 late. 


Locomotives: The 17 16 down Traralgon Saturdays 
and 17 15 up Bairnsdale Sundays are the only passen- 
ger trains tabled to be operated by two T class locos 
between Melbourne and Traralgon. Usually the locos 
are the same two; the Traralgon T class locos are not 
changed over each week. In recent weeks there have 
been instances of T class locos coupled to larger 
types on other weekend trains. Unusual, however, 
was Sun.24.8, when the 08 10 up Traralgon had A-T 
and the 09 20 down Bairnsdale was N-T. 

On Sat.6.8 the 17 16 down was hauled by T388- 
T407-T389 and a week later the locos were S3ll- 
T403-T404. On each occasion the train had three 
locos on three vehicles. 


Supertrain promotions: Supertrain promotions oper- 
ated a special train to Warragul on Sat.9.7, departing 
Spencer Street at 19 07. Consist was X36-IBCE- 
67BW-Murray-18CE-60BW-80BW. 


18 05 (8431) down Bairnsdale pass.: On Mon.15.8, this 
train was hauled by B80-N464 and on Wed.17.8, it 
was hauled by A62-X36. 


Loco failure on Sale pass.: On Fri.19.8, X31 failed 
whilst hauling the 17 00 (8438) up Sale pass. A77 was 
sighted at Spencer Street at 19 47 running light to 
Dandenong to run the 20 28 (8437) down Traralgon 
pass. Later that evening, the Dandenong pilot, Y108, 
was sighted hauling X31 through Richmond at 21 15, 
bound for Dynon. 
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Rollingstock 


LOCOMOTIVES 


B class status: As at Wed.24.8 the status of the class 
was as follows: 

In service: B61, 64, 65, 75, 76, 80. 

Stored Melbourne Yard: B63, 74, 82, 83, 84. 

Stored South Dynon Loco: B69. 

Off register: B68, 72. 

Scrapped: B67. 


S class status: As at Wed.24.8 the status of the class 
was as follows: 

In service: $300, 301, 306, 307, 310, 311, 312, 313, 317. 
Out of use South Dynon Loco: $302, 315. 

Off register: S304, 305. 

Stored Melbourne Yard: $303, 308, 309. 

Scrapped: $314, 316. 


B class: B65 and B75, still in VR livery, were initially 
withdrawn in July but were reinstated by Wed.13.7. to 
compensate for the withdrawal of two S class locos. 
The intention is to retain 6 of the class in service for 
some time. If one fails, a unit withdrawn in working 
order will be returned to service. At this stage, in the 
twilight of this historic loco’s career, this magazine 
would appreciate all B class sightings to enable a 
complete picture of its final months to be established. 


B65: This loco was sighted at Sunshine at 12 20 on 
Mon.1.8. Led by T350, it was hauling a line of ballast 
hoppers. The loco is seen regularly in the Tottenham 
area but usually on ballast working. 


Second series T class: It now appears that more mem- 
bers of this class will be withdrawn as further G class 
locos come into service. As at Tues.23.8 T347, 348, 
349, 355, 366 have been withdrawn and are stored. 
T366 is off register, the only member of its class. 
T356, 357, 358, 359, 365 are still in VR livery, the 
remainder having been repainted V/Line. T351, 363, 
367 were the last of the class to receive major over- 
hauls. 


Third series T class: As at Tues.23.8 T379, 390, 392, 
409 were at Newport Workshops for overhaul and 
repaint. T369, 374, 375, 377, 381, 385, 395, 398, 401 
remain in VR livery. T390 was the last of the class to 
remain with the staff exchanger apparatus holes in 
the side of the cab. 


G531: This loco entered service on Fri.19.8 after run- 
ning acceptance trials to Seymour and Geelong. Its 
entry into service has caused T348, S308, Y144, 153, 
155 to be withdrawn. 


Workshop pilots: Y134 emerged from Newport, after 
being repainted and repaired and it has become the 
Newport Workshops pilot, replacing Y128, which is 
now Officially off register, as is Y162. 


Locos at Newport: As at Mon.15.8. the following locos 
were in Newport for overhaul: C506, T379, 390, 392, 
409, X40, Y163. C505 was being fitted with cab air 
conditioning. 


First series X class: The status of these locos as at 
Mon.15.8. is set out hereunder: 


X31 Overhauled July 1988. Repainted V/Line livery, 
cab modifications and air conditioning. 
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X32 Overhauled 1983. Repainted V/Line livery. Has 
not yet received cab modifications. 

X33 Overhauled 1986. Repainted V/Line livery. First 
of the class to receive new whistles and cab air 
conditioning at Bendigo in February 1988. 

X34 Overhauled December 1985. Repainted V/Line 
livery. Has not yet received cab modifications. 

X35 Overhauled 1984. Repainted V/Line livery. Has 
not yet received cab modifications. 

X36 Overhauled December 1987. Repainted V/Line 
livery. Cab modifications completed. 

X37 Overhauled July 1983. Repainted V/Line livery. 
Cab modifications completed. 

X38 Overhauled 1984. Repainted V/Line livery. Has 
not yet received cab modifications. 

X39 Overhauled 1983. Repainted V/Line livery. Cab 
modifications completed. 

X40 To Workshops for overhaul, repaint and modifi- 
cations in August 1988. 

X41 Overhauled 1985. Repainted V/Line livery. 
Works standard gauge. Has not yet received cab 
modifications. 

X42 Overhauled June 1987. Repainted V/Line livery. 
Currently at Clyde Engineering for collision 
repairs. Has not yet received cab modifications. 

X43 Overhauled 1986. Repainted V/Line livery. 
Currently undergoing cab modification. 

X44 Overhauled 1984. Repainted V/Line livery. Cab 
modifications completed. 


S303: The C J LaTrobe nameplates on both sides of 
this loco are missing. To date S303 has travelled 6.1 
million km making it V/Line’s highest distance loco. 
It is recorded that GMI has travelled 7.1 million km. 


RAILCARS 


DERM status: As at Sun.21.8 the status of the DERM 

fleet was as follows: 

55RM At South Dynon for installation of radio for 
crew communication as part of the guard/con- 
ductor project. 

56RM In service. 

58RM At Seymour for preservation by ARHS 
Museum and Seymour Loco Steam Preservation 
Group. 

59RM Stored off register at Bendigo. 

60RM Stored off register at Bendigo. 

61RM Undergoing repairs at Bendigo Workshops. 

62RM Stored off register at Bendigo. 

63RM Stored at Bendigo. 

64RM Undergoing repairs at Bendigo Workshops. 
Has been repainted but lack of spare parts 
indicates a long stay in workshops. 


DRC status: As at Sun.21.8 the status of the 600HP 

DRCs was as follows: 

DRC40 At Bendigo undergoing repair of collision 
damage. 

DRC41 In service on Stony Point line. 

DRC42 At Bendigo undergoing interior modifica- 
tions. 

DRC43 In service. 
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RAIL TRACTORS 


Rail Tractor status: Further to Newsrail, May p.152 an 
amended list of locations of part of the fleet is set out 
hereunder: 

RT3 Bendigo Loco. 

RTS Benalla. 

RT18 Dimboola. 

RT38 Albion. 

RT45 Wangaratta. 


PASSENGER 


Set Ni: This set was in service in June/July with 
BRS227 in place of BRN53 which was undergoing 
modifications. It was reassembled in late July but 
subsequently BRN53 became defective and BRS227 
replaced it once again. By Tues.16.8 BRN53 was 
reinstated with ACN3 and BN2. NI remains in the 
original livery which was introduced in 1981. 


Medical and vision test carriage: This carriage was at 
Ballarat Workshops during June and July. It returned 
to service in August, painted blue with the name 


| Wimmera painted on the bodysides near the door. 


This name was carried when built as a diner, 
matching Goulburn and Campaspe. 


Wooden air conditioned sleeping carriages: No.4 was 
withdrawn in 1987 or earlier. It had some parts 
removed for use on the others. No.2 was withdrawn 
at the end of 1987. The others are not to be used in 


normal or holiday Mildura service. No.3 is kept at 
Dynon with beds made up ready for emergency use. 


V/Line codes: V/Line is progressively painting 
carriage codes on the bodyside as well as on the plate 
below floor level. The bodyside version has the code 
before the number. The below-floor version retains 
the traditional number before code. 


BCH128: This unit was noted defective at Spencer 
Street with a broken auto coupler which snapped off 
whilst on the down Leongatha pass. Hauled by P20 
on Wed.17.8. T388 came to the rescue and the 
carriage has since been sent to Newport for repair. 


Railcar replacement: As at Tues.23.8. T373-104MTH- 
10IMTH-CP293 was operating the 05 20 up Seymour 
pass, 08 35 Sunbury (empty), 09 35 up Sunbury, 16 02 
down Sunbury, 17 30 up Sunbury and 18 30 down 
Seymour. 

On Sat.20.8 the 07 45 and 12 45 Kyneton services 
and return operated with P1l-SH31 in lieu of DRC- 
MTH. 1T373-10IMTH-104MTH-CP293 operated the 
18 30 up Seymour. T389 had operated the railcar 
replacement for about 12 days subsequent to T372. 


RS234 — Moorabool: This carriage was sent to Ben- 
digo on Sun.31.7 for maintenance at Bendigo Work- 
shops. This is the first Train of Knowledge vehicle to 
be overhauled since the decision was made to keep 
the train in service. Future overhauls will be based on 
distance travelled rather than on fixed time intervals. 


South Australian suburban cars 407 and 305, affectionately known as Red Hens, being scrapped at Spotswood. 


Sun.31.7.88. (Stephen Molloy) 
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Works 


TENDERS 

Recent tenders called on behalf of V/Line include: 

* Purchase and removal of the steel posts and tim- 
ber rails of the Donald stockyards. 

* Dismantling, salvage, purchase and removal of 
the Piangil to Kooloonong closed railway line. 

* Dismantling, salvage, purchase and removal of 
the Hopetown to Patchewollock closed railway 
line. 

* Dismantling, salvage and purchase of the 32 000 
litre overhead water tank and stand at Hattah rail- 
way station. 

* Supply and delivery of 12 000 cubic metres of 
63 mm broken metal for the ballast cleaning pro- 
ject between Werribee and Geelong. 

* Supply of 13 ‘Tautliner’ type trailers for the fast 
freight operations at Melbourne freight terminal. 


WORKS AND SERVICES 


Williamstown station: A visit to the station on Fri.19.8 
revealed that the two electrified sidings alongside the 
platform track have been removed although the wires 
are still in place. The platform track ends at the down 
end of the platform just under the footbridge. The 
rails, sleepers, overhead wires, masts and signal (at 
Williamstown Pier station) were all removed recently 
between Williamstown and Williamstown Pier 
stations. 


Miller Street, Thornbury overbridge: The 68 year old 
single track tram bridge over the Epping railway line 
at Miller Street, Thornbury has finally been duplica- 
ted. Work on the rebuilding commenced in March 
and was completed in late July. Services commenced 
on the new Northern (down) track on Thurs.14.7 
when the 06 25 W7 tram No.1035 became the first 
passenger tram to use the new rails. 1035 had been 
preceded earlier the same morning by scrubber tram 
No.10W. 


Rushworth - Murchison East line: An inspection of the 
now closed line on Sat.13.8 revealed the Rushworth 
yard remains intact with the goods shed and adjoin- 
ing office still intact. The electric departure signal and 
the level crossing lights and bells have been removed. 
About 5 km from Rushworth a farmer has placed a 
permanent fence across the track. The two concrete 
supported ‘bridges that allow the high water levels 
from the Waranga Basin to pass under are very popu- 
lar with local fishermen. All level crossing signs and 
rail uprights have been removed. The track to Mur- 
chison is in very poor condition with broken sleepers, 
overgrown and uneven rails. The goods shed still 
remains at Murchison. At Murchison East the arrival 
signal, the only semaphore signal on the line, has 
been removed but the tower remains. The electric 
departure signal has also been removed. 

Shepparton weighbridge siding: The siding was 
removed on Sat. and Sun.30-31.7. The gravity feed 
section had a track length of about 60 metres. The 
weighbridge and associated pointwork are to be 
removed at a later date. 


Depot closure — Ararat and Murtoa: Both depots will 
lose V/Line staff when the loco depot at Ararat 
closes. A total of 30 staff at Ararat and two at Murtoa 
will either become redundant or be transferred to 
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other depots as part of the closure. Ararat was used to 
maintain locomotives and wagons in a corridor from 
Portland to Ararat and Dimboola. V/Line regional 
maintenance manager, Mr M Caldwell, said the 
depot was closing because V/Line no longer had the 
demand for loco maintenance at Ararat. He said Port- 
land depot would do more maintenance work now. 
The depot would close after a meeting of all staff and 
unions early in September. 


Beaufort station: V/Line has advised that it has 
become necessary to review its operation at Beaufort 
and has resolved as follows: 

* Passenger and parcels business to continue as 
now with the station to be manned for business 
hours only. 

* Freightgate delivery is to be unaltered but all 
sidings in the yard will be closed and eventually 
removed. 

* The signalbox will close and the signals will be 
removed. 

* Superphosphate delivery will be arranged by road 
as applicable. 

The timetable to implement the plan is not final- 


ised but design work is proceeding. The level of | 


V/Line service to Beaufort will remain the same but 
the means of achieving this and the costs incurred are 
factors varied by the proposal. The Ripon Shire 
Council resolved to send a letter to V/Line 
requesting advice about their intentions with regard 
to the use of the superphosphate bulk handling 
shed’s use and the fate of the signal box building. 
Caulfield station: The government has announced a 
$300 000 refurbishment programme for the station 
starting in January 1990. Because the station is on the 
Historic Buildings Register, all work would be cleared 
by the Historic Buildings Council. 

Dimboola: A new turntable was installed by July. It 
was the former Murtoa turntable. 


John Darling & Son siding — Albion: During the week 
24-30.4, the down end turnout of the long diagonal 
departure track of Darling’s siding was relaid in 
recycled 80 lb plant about 10 metres in the up direc- 


tion. The departure track was slewed over into a dog- | 
leg to connect with the new turnout. The turnout was | 
relocated to lengthen the dead-end so that it would | 


accommodate a bogie hopper car for reversing. 


Up to now, wheat deliveries have been in GY | 


trucks and more recently in GHs which will soon 
disappear from the scene. The track work will not last 


for long as the owners of the mill are rationalising | 
their operations by expanding the complex at | 
Kensington (formerly Kimpton’s) and plan to close | 


the Albion mill in the near future. 

In 1973-74 new concrete silos were built and about 
1984 a new steel bin was erected to add to the ones 
put up in 1970. Darling’s Mill has been a landmark in 
the area for about 60 years. 


Echuca: On Mon. and Tues.1.8, 2.8, the rail lines 
across Annesley Street Echuca to Safeways (the old 
mill site) were removed. 


Loop greased: On Thurs.21.7 the overhead greasing 


train emerged from the Burnley group tunnel at 


Spencer Street at 09 51. 
NEWSRAIL 


Preservation 


Castlemaine & Maldon Railway Preservation Society: 
| Following negotiations by the CMRPS with local 
parliamentarians and Councils, Mr N O’Keefe, MHR 
for Burke, announced to a representative gathering at 
Maldon station on Tues.7.6 that approval had been 
given for the Army to rebuild Muckleford bridge as 
an exercise under service conditions. He also 
announced that the Department of Conservation, 
Forests and Lands would select and cut appropriate 
timber. CMRPS would be responsible for delivery of 
the anaes to the bridge site and restoration of the 
track. 
The turntable, originally at Skipton, was placed on 
_ the pivot in the Maldon turntable pit on Sat.6.8. This 
, turntable will take both J and K class locos. The orig- 
inal Maldon turntable pivot has been passed on to the 
Puffing Billy Preservation Society. 
K160 has been in successful operation for more 
than two years and it is hoped J549 will be operat- 
ional by the end of this year. 


| Puffing Billy Preservation Society: On Thurs.25.8 the 

recently restored Climax locomotive hauled its first 
train out of Belgrave station. The load was 11/87 
tonnes and the prime purpose of the short trip of 
about 600 metres was to test the newly acquired air 
brake system. As timed by stop watch and rail joints, 
the maximum downhill speed was 11 km/h whilst 
uphill it was 8 km/h. It is believed higher speeds will 
be achieved in service. 


Repair and extension works on the trestle bridge 
| were completed ahead of schedule on Fri.26.8 and 
normal services were resumed on Sat.27.8. 


Plans for a new station building at Belgrave have 
been displayed and it is anticipated that construction 
will be undertaken in 1989. Plans have also been dis- 
played for the installation of an island platform at 
Menzies Creek. 


Steamrail Victoria Limited — Ballarat Division: 
Carriage 619ZD has had its first coat of paint. 13BL 
Pioneer, is in the process of re-assembly. Unfortunat- 
ely it will not be completed in time for Aus Steam 
but will go to Melbourne minus the sliding doors. 
_1AV is being re-covered and is beginning to look pre- 
sentable. 

Dismantling of the Phoenix 1889 built Y class 0-6-0 
(Y112) began on Thurs.23.6. The cabin has been 
sandblasted and primed and the brass cabin windows 
and frames are being repolished and glazed. A com- 
pressor was obtained from Puffing Billy Preservation 
Society and the springs are being worked on at North 
Ballarat Workshops. The wheels have been sent to 
Geelong to be machined. Commissioning date is set 
for Fri.9.12 but the division is striving for Aus Steam. 


Steamrail Victoria Limited — Melbourne: Locomotive 

report as at August 1988. 

K153 — Available for service with no booked repairs. 
Performing extremely well. 

K190 — All 10 axleboxes have been returned from 
workshops newly re-white metalled ready for 
measuring and matching for reinstallation. On 
Fri.29.7 it was lifted from jacks and all the wheel 
sets were rolled out. Extensive work is still requi- 
red to refit the wheels. 
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R761 — Repainting is nearly complete on the tender 
and the loco has been cleaned and prepared with 
undercoating well advanced. 

Carriage report: Apart from day to day maintenance 

of the running fleet, little work has been undertaken 

on the restoration of 38BE. 

Depot report: The rebuilding of the set of points in 

the ‘Z’ yard continues and when completed will 

enable 2 roads in the yard to be used for departing 
trains. 

Elecrail: After 14 years deterioration in open storage, 

swing-door electric motor coach 137M was shunted 

into the carriage shed where it will undergo major 
restoration. 

Works: The 53 foot turntable at Yea, which was orig- 

inally offered to the Seymour Loco Steam Preservation 

Group by the Alexandra Historical Society was dis- 

mantled and removed on Thurs.28.7. As the SLSPG 

had no use for the turntable they offered it to Steam- 
rail and it now rests at Newport pending installation 
at another suitable location. 


The Tramway Museum Society of Victoria Inc: The 
society’s collection of some 40 trams includes two 
railway trams and representatives from each of the 
Victorian provincial sytems. Most can be seen at the 
society’s museum located on the right-of-way of the 
former Heathcote Junction - Heathcote railway at 
Bylands near Kilmore. About 1.2 km of the railway 
has been regauged and rehabilitated of which 400 
metres is electrified. 


Seymour Loco Steam Preservation Group: Further to 
Newsrail, August p.251. Set out hereafter is a list of 
rollingstock placed in the care of the group. ABES, 
BE1, BE14, BE26, BE36, BES60, CW17, ZL2, BCE3. 


A.R.HLS. 


RAILWAY 
MUSEUM 


Open every Saturday and Sunday 
and Public Holidays: 2 - 5 p.m. 


Mid-week visits by arrangement: 
Tel. 596 3249 


Miniature Live Steam Rides: 
Fourth Sunday of month — 


February to November 


CHAMPION ROAD 
NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


ee 
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Taildisc 


! 
LETTERS: 


Further to an item in April Newsrail, p.120, (and a 
subsequent reply by MrI Stanley in Newsrai/, August 
p.254) regarding Holmesglen as an unusual destina- 
tion, Mr L W Rogers of Glen Waverley writes: 
According to my records, the ‘Holmesglen’ sign was 
only provided on the indicator blinds fitted to the 
second series of Harris trains, which first entered ser- 
vice in 1961. 

To the best of my knowledge, the reason for the 
provision of the Holmesglen indication was in 
response to the heavy traffic which was developing 
on the Glen Waverley line during the late 1950s. At 
that time, there was only a single line beyond East 
Malvern and pending the provision of double track, a 
temporary arrangement was worked out. This invol- 
ved certain down trains terminating at Holmesglen. 
Of course, the driver of each train would have in his 
possession the staff for the through section of single 
line. On arrival at Holmesglen, the crew would sim- 
ply change ends and return to East Malvern where 
the staff would be given up to the signalman there. 

The above arrangement was never put into effect. 
Once the double line was extended beyond East Mal- 
vern, there was no need for the Holmesglen sign. A 
similar arrangement did in fact operate between 
Heidelberg and Rosanna during the single track days 
following World War 2. 

With regard to trains with traction motors cut out, 
there is not and never has been any ‘rule’ which pro- 
hibits such trains from stopping at Laburnum. In the 
above circumstances, the driver can use his discretion 
with his local knowledge and request authority from 
Metrol to run through any station at which he has 
reason to believe he may be unable to restart his train 
on the rising gradient without assistance from 
another train. 


Warragul - Traralgon re-energisation: Mr M Damiani 
of Pascoe Vale South writes: 

I would like to hear opinions of Newsrail readers on 
an idea that I have concerning the re-energisation of 
the wires from Warragul to Traralgon for use by elec- 
tric interurbans and intercities. 

My proposal involves the construction of 16 or 20 
Comeng trains externally the same as the suburbans 
of Melbourne, however, the power of the traction 
motors would have to be increased to give a maxi- 
mum speed of 115 or even 120 km/h. Koni dampers 
would also have to be fitted. Internally, toilets and 
seating similar to the N or H seats, would have to be 
fitted to achieve a level of comfort that would be 
appropriate for such services. Possibly buffet services 
would also be needed. The N sets currently used 
could be released for other work. The Gippslander 
would still be diesel hauled. The new interurbans 
could also be used if and when the electrification to 
mouth Geelong proceeds. Would this be too expen- 
sive? 


AE and BE carriages: A question was raised in New- 
srail, May p.157 as to the fate of AES to 10 and BES to 
10. Mr I Ivanov has replied as follows. His letter 
should be read in conjunction with that written by Mr 
C Drymalik, Newsrail, August p.254. 
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The following incomplete information may be of 
some use. 

Originally, AE1-26 were classed as AVE, BE1-31 as 
BVE and they were reclassified as AE and BE in 
about 1910. AE5-10, 39-42 and BES-10, 40-43 were V & 
SAR joint stock cars. 


Known details as hereunder: 


Car: Builder: Inservice: Fate: 
SAE Newport 24.10.1907 Destroyed at Callington 
(wreck) 27.12.1929. 
6AE Newport 24.10.1907 Condemned, off register 
28.11.74 Adelaide. 
TAE Newport 24.10.1907 VR interest sold to SAR 
22.2.1952. 
8AE Newport 30.10.1907 VR interest sold to SAR 
22.2.1952. 
9AE Newport 30.10.1907 Condemned, off register 
28.11.1974 Adelaide. 
10AE Newport 30.10.1907 Condemned, off register 
18.7.1974. 
SBE Islington 22.10.1907 Condemned, off register 
6.7.1967. Scrapped (?) 
Islington. 
6BE Islington 22.10.1907 Condemned, off register 
18.7.1974. Scrapped 
Newport 3.4.1976. 
TBE Islington 22.10.1907 Condemned, off register 
18.7.1974. Scrapped 
Newport 5.4.1976. 
8BE Islington 29.10.1907 Damaged beyond repair in 
wreck and scrapped in SA 
26.5.1959. 
OBE Islington 29.10.1907 Destroyed at Callington 
(wreck) 27.12.1929. 
10BE Islington  1.11.1907 Condemned, off register 
18.7.1974. Scrapped 
Newport 27.3.1976. 
48BE Newport 23.12.1909 Originally built as mail 


combine SESBV, 
reclassified BDSE (1910?) 
rebuilt to BE and re- 
entered service 26.9.1929. 
Condemned and off 
register 29.10.1982. Either 
sold 8.6.1982 or scrapped 
19.11.1982. 


Further to the above. Another reader has advised 
that SAR carriage 550 (ex 7AE) passed to the Com- 
monwealth Railways and was derelict in a siding at 
Port Augusta on Mon.6.1.69. 


ODD SPOT 


A promotional television advertisement featuring 
Ossie Ostrich enjoying the benefits of V/Line travel 
concludes with a graphic illustration of L1150-N set. 


READER’S QUESTIONS: 


* What were the numbers of the BPL cars used as 
hospital cars during World War 2? What years 
were they used, where were they stored and were 
they returned to normal service? 


* Where in relation to Cherry Creek was the location 
of Rock Loop on the Melbourne - Geelong line? 
Track plans give the location of the loop as being 
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A71 at Longwarry with the down Gippslander on Thurs.24.9.87. (John Dare) 


‘mileage 10!/,”. Where in relation to Koroit Creek 
was the location of the former COR/BP platform? 
Its location is given as ‘mileage 93/,’. 


| CORRECTIONS 


| Nov.87, p.348: The location is not former platform 10. 
The loco is shunting one of two van docks between 
former platforms 1 and 9 (see June 88 p.176 dia- 
gram). This track was converted to standard gauge 
and became the motorail dock. The photographer 
is standing on former platform 1, now platform 2. 
Former platforms 9, 10 & 10a are visible at left, with 
the building housing the advertising section in the 
distance. This photo is older than 1962. Although 
E371 was still in service at North Melbourne Loco 
Depot at this time, platforms 9, 10 and 10a at Spen- 
cer Street were put out of use from Sun.7.5.61 (the 
day that all platforms were renumbered, and new 5 
& 6 were brought into service). Platforms 10 and 
10a were demolished to make way for a temporary 
carpark, and for the new platform 1, the outer end 
of which was in use from Dec.61 for broad gauge. 

Feb.88, p.37: The explanation for the symbol X 
should read ‘indicates an empty working to Spencer 
Street’. 
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May 88, p.147, Strange consist: The consist of the 
Vinelander should read ‘with only one sleeping car, 
a twinette’. 

May 88, p.146, Special trains: The AREA special 
operated from Ararat to East Natimuk and retur- 
ned to Ballarat. The cars Wando, and Goulburn 
were worked from Melbourne to Ararat and Bal- 
larat to Melbourne attached to pass. trains. 

Aug.88, p.230, para 5: The wagon code AMBY 
should read MBY. 

Aug.88, p.239, para 3: The text ‘2L, 2’ should read 
ZL2. 

Aug.88. p.245, Echuca notes: In the consists for 
Fri.10.6 and Mon.27.6, the wagon code VTOY 
should read VTQY. 

Aug.88, p.246, Sun.19.6: The S class hauled train was 
the 09 35 down Swan Hill pass. The consist was a 5 
car Z set not 2 N sets and there was no extra pass. 
the next day. Only S306 worked the special from 
Swan Hill to Kerang and return. The organising 
group was the Rail Tourist Association. 

Aug.88, p.247, caption: Carriage AH811 is not an out 
of gauge load as stated. It is a dormitory carriage 
for staff accompanying an out of gauge load. It 
arrived in Melbourne on Sun.26.6 (see p.249). 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your Advertisement: Use block letters, 
include full name, address and phone number, and 
cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. Send to Adver- 
tising Manager, Peter Silva) GPO Box 5177AA, 
Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertisements is the 
20th of each month. All advertisers are advised to read 
the Advertising Conditions before placing any adver- 
tisement as they contain an indemnity from the 
advertiser. Copies are available on request. 


Charges: A minimum of $3.00 per entry per month for 
up to 4 lines. If more than 4 lines are required a 
surcharge of 75 cents per line applies. 


WANTED KNOWN 


Yarra Valley Tourist Railway. Now operational with rail 
trolley rides from Healesville (through historic tunnel) and 
also Yarra Glen on Sundays. We need you. Phone 
(03) 529 5602 or write to 13 Centre Rd, Vermont 3133. 


WANTED TO BUY 


Any Morse telegraph keys, sounders, or other instruments, 
books, etc. Ex railway stations, condition unimportant. 
Contact Dick Hope, 53 Seymour Rad, Elsternwick, 3185. 


Read 
Newsrail 


to keep up with the railways 
of Victoria 


The magazine for railfans 
produced by railfans 


AUS STEAM 
SPECIAL OFFER 


Subscribe to Newsrail 
for 6 months 
for $11.50 posted 


SAVE $2.50 
Offer closes 15th November, 1988 


Newsrail Subscriptions, GPO Box 5177AA, 


Melbourne, 3001 


Technical Book & Magazine Company 
295 Swanston Street, Melbourne 3000. Ph : (03) 663 3951 


RAILWAY BOOKS 


New catalogue available now - FREE ! 


We invite you to call in and see our wide range of books covering many 


enthusiast areas such as - 


Aviation - Automobiles - Shipping - Military - and of course - 


Railways. 


Include your name on our mailing list for your areas of interest and we will 
send you regular updates of new and interesting books on that subject. 

It's simple, just clip or copy the form below and return to - Technical Book & 
Magazine Co., 295 Swanston Street, Melbourne 3000. 


RF10/88 


POST CODE : 


Please forward me the new catalogue for Railway books and include me on your mailing list. 


Other areas of interest are: 
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TRUS NOUNS SERVED ALL ABOARD 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 
5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 890 7027 FOR THE 


I 
i 
| 
Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Thureday, Friday 9 ore to 9 p.m. . GLASNOST EXPRESS! 
I 
I 
| 
I 
oo 
J 
I 


Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. . . 
woceo- eo ------- Steam in Czechoslovakia, Poland 


P, J. P. PRODUCTIONS and Russia! 
20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3437 Then by Steam from Poland 
— all the way to Holland! 


MODEL RAIL way EQUIPMENT 


| Australia-wide Mail Service, write for stock/price lists. 
] Please advise if HO/OO — Nor O scale lists required. 


Participate in the steamy 150th birthday 
celebrations of the Czech National Railways 
and the Netherlands Railways! 


| BRANCH LIN : A highlight of the Russia section will be 

1 mcm = Se eee haulage by the mighty P36 4-8-4s, formerly 
YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY used on the Trans Siberian Express. 

I HOBBY CENTRE Mark the month of July 1989 

| 490 Dorset Riad Proyaan, ie. 3136 in your diary now. 

one: 
I OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. Tour length three to four weeks. 
= 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI — 1 pm SAT. Australian Tour Co-ordinator will be Yuri Sos. 
For more information and to be placed on the 

4 TRAIN WORLD “interested list” (no obligation of course), 
| I 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. please forward your name, address and contact 
|, OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays phone number to: 

| Magazines and Books New and Used Models ‘ we ” 

; Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK Dr. Yuri J. Sos, Glasnost Express an 

j Direct Importers Bankcard welcome 148 Hotham Street, East Melbourne, Victoria, 3002 


Transport House 


589 Collins Street Telephone 
RAILFAN Melbourne, Victoria 03-619 4567 
SHOP | Australia 


Australia’s largest range of Railway, Tramway and Bus magazines and 
Books, Slides, Photographs, Video Tapes, Records, Badges, etc. from 
Australia and overseas. 


PLUS New and Second-hand Railway Models. 
@ We stock Peco Track and Accessories — Both HO and N scales. 
Mantua HO Steam Locomotives 
Roco Railways. 
Lima Railways HO and OO scales. 
Hornby Railways OO scale. 
Broad Gauge Models Victorian Kits and Accessories. 
Broad Gauge Bodies Decals and Kits. 
Victorian Railway Memorabilia. 


a 


<> 


a = = 


Ss 
2s 


SZ 
2s 


2s 
@eee8e @ @ 


— 


SZ 
es 


If we do not have what you are looking for we will try to get it for you. 
Mail Order attended to promptly. 
We accept American Express, Bankcard, Diners Club, MasterCard and Visa. 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 


OPEN FOR BUSINESS 


9.00 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Monday to Thursday — 9.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. Friday 
9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Saturday 


We look forward to your custom 
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land, Bookshop 


"A MAN'S WORLD OF BOOKS" 


FIRST FLOOR, 238 FLINDERS LANE, MELBOURNE 
TELEPHONE NUMBER 654 6883 


COLLINS STREET 


S FLINDERS S 
L WAY W 
ENTRANCE BREADE Ta A 
A HYLAND'S 238 . 
: FLINDERS “* T 

O 
T DEGRAVES N 
H STREET 

t 

S PHILLIP - = 
T. ARCADE J's , 


FLINDERS STREET 


FEATURING AUSTRALIA’S LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS 
ON MILITARY HISTORY — AVIATION HISTORY — 
NAVAL AND MARITIME HISTORY — RAILWAY AND 

TRANSPORT HISTORY — MOUNTAINEERING — CRICKET 

- HUNTING — SHOOTING — FISHING 
AND MUCH MORE ¢ WANT LISTS WELCOME 


_ TRADING HOURS: MONDAY - THURSDAY 9.30 a.m. - 5.30 p.m. 
FRIDAY 9.30 am. - 6.30 p.m. 
SATURDAY 9.30 a.m. - 1.00 p.m. 
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